
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

R p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  1 2 4 9 6  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t e d  C a t h o l i c  C h a r i t i e s  
o f  t h e  Archdiocese  o f  Washington, p u r s u a n t  t o  S u b - s e c t i o n  
8207.2 of  t h e  Zoning P e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  
under  Sub- sec t ion  7 1 0 4 . 2  t o  change a non-conforming u s e  
from a home f o r  depend-ent c h i l d x e n  (Eleemosynary i n s t i t u t i o n )  
t o  a day care c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y  i n  t h e  R - 1 - 5  D i s t r i c t  
a t  t h e  p remises  2800 O t i s  S t r e e t ,  N .  E . ,  (Square  4302, 
Lots 6 4 ,  6 5 ,  6 7  and Parcel  167 /68) .  

HEARING CATE: October  1 9 ,  1 9 7 7  
D E C I S I O N  DATE: October  1 9  , 1 9 7 7  (Bench D e c i s i o n )  

Findincrs o f  F a c t :  

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  2800 O t i s  
S t r e e t ,  N. E .  and i s  i n  an R-1-B D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The p r o p e r t y  c o n s i s t s  of approx ima te ly  f i f t e e n  
t o  s i x t e e n  acres and i s  improved w i t h  b u i l d i n q s  t h a t  s i n c e  
1 9 6 0  w e r e  used  as an orphan  home and s c h o o l  f o r  boys between 
t h e  ages  o f  f i v e  and- t h i r t e e n  w i t h  a c a p a c i t y  o f  a2prox ima te ly  
s i x t y  p e r  y e a r .  The home w a s  c l o s e d  on Janua ry  3 1 ,  1 9 6 7  
when it w a s  found t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a g e c r e a s i n q  need f o r  
t h i s  t y p e  of f a c i l i t y .  

3. By RZA Order  No. 9734, i s s u e d  August 2 9 ,  1968,  
P e r m i s s i o n  w a s  g r a n t e d  t o  change t h e  non-conforn inq  u s e  
from an  orphan  home and. s c h o o l  t o  a day care c e n t e r  f o r  
c h i l d r e n  between t h e  ages  o f  t h r e e  and s i x  d u r i n g  r e g u l a r  
s c h o o l  hour s .  

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  now s e e k s  perm-iss ion t o  u s e  t h e  
basement o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r e m i s e s ,  cons i s t inc r  o f  f o u r  r o o n s ,  
as a day care c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  e l d - e r l y .  T h i s  u s e  i s  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  D r e s e n t  u s e  of t h e  day care c e n t e r  f o r  c h i l d r e n  
which i s  conducted  on f l o o r s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  basement  o f  
t h e  s u b j e c t  b u i l d i n q .  

5 .  A p p l i c a n t  p l a n s  t o  o f f e r  temporarv  care t o  
p e o p l e  o v e r  6 5  y e a r s  of aqe  who, b e c a u s e  of-& acc ic len t  or 
i l l n e s s  are u n a b l e  t o  care f o r  t hemse lves  and need h e l p  
i n  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  normal way of  l i v i n s .  
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6 .  The program h a s  t h r e e  components,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e ,  
h e a l t h  and r e c r e a . t i o n a 1  t h e r a p y .  

7 .  The s t a f f  i n c l u d e s  a s o c i a l  worker  an o c c u p a t i o n a l  
t h e r a p i s t ,  a n u r s e ,  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  d . i r e c t o r  and a c o r p s  o f  
t r a i n e d  v o l u n t e e r s , ,  

8 .  The number of p e o g l e  t o  be  acconodated  w i l l  
b e  twenty .  The re  w i l l  b e  two f u l l - t i p . e  s t a f f  and f o u r  
pa r t - t i rne  s t a f f  and v o l u n t e e r s .  

9 .  The hour s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  w i l l  b e  from 8 : O O  a . m .  t o  
5 : 0 3  p.m. 

1 0 .  'IJhere f a n d l i e s  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  c a n n o t  p r o v i d e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t h e  c e n t e r  w i l l  a r r a n q e  t o  pick-u.=, and! 
r e t u r n  t h e  p a t i e n t s .  The day care c e n t e r  now u s e s  a 
s t a t i o n  waqon b u t  a n t i c i p a t e s  t h a t  it w i l l  have  a t e n  
p a s s e n g e r  h y d r a u l i c  l i f t  bus o b t a i n e d  throuclh t h e  
7IJashinqton T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  M l i a n c e .  The bus w i l l  make 
onl:y two t r i p s  a day. 

11. P a t i e n t s  w i l l  cone  froill t h e  inrriediate PTashinqton 
area. Referrals are 9ad.e f;cr h o s p i t a l  s o c i a l  service 
d e p a r t n e n t s ,  p h y s i c i a n s ,  n u r s i n q  home p e r s o n n e l ,  f a m i l i e s  
and! i n 2 i v i d u a l s  t hemse lves .  There  are  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  
r e g a r d i n g  race o r  r e l i g i o n .  

1 2 .  There  w i l l  b e  no s t r u c t u r a l  changes i n  t h e  
s u b j e c t  b u i l d i n q .  

13.  The Zoning A d m i n i s t r a t o r  t e s t i f i e d !  t h a t  t h e  
a f o r e s a i d  S t .  JoseDh ' s  Home as a n  eleemosynarv i n s t i t u t i o n  
was a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  l o c a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  zoninq .  I t  c o n s t i t u t e d  
a non-confor ing  u s e .  Tha t  u s e  was f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n q  
e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  basement.  The basement  w a s  n e v e r  q r a n t e d  
t h e  non-conforminn u s e  f o r  a day c e n t e r .  Thus t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
must s e e k  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  f o r  i t s  proposed  i n t e n d e d  u s e  
as a d.ay c e n t e r  € o r  t h e  e l d e r l y .  The a p p l i c a n t  would have  
t o  s e e k  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  BZA e v e r y t i m e  it wished  t o  
change a p a r t i c u l a r  u s e  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  b u i l d i n g .  

1 4 .  The P d v i s o r v  Neiqhborhood Conmission Lrron s i n g l e  
m e m b e r  d i s t r i c t  5A-12 wa-s i n  f a v o r  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The 
Conmission appea red  f o r  t h e  pu rpose  o f  hav ing  c l a r i f i e d  
t h e  r e a s o n  whv t h e  a 9 p l i c a n t  now needed t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  
t h e  Board f o r  a s p e c i a l  e x c e q t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  a l r e a d y  
e x i s t i n g  u s e  w a s  mere ly  add ino  a f u r t h e r  u s e  t o  i t s  prooram 
as a day care c e n t e r .  
c l a r i f i e d  t h e  i s s u e .  The Cor;lr?.ission s t a t e d .  t h a t  t h e  

A s  a f o r e a e n t i o n e d  t h e  Zoning A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
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Woodbridge C i v i c  4 s s o c i a t i o n  a l s o  recorrmended a p p r o v a l  of 
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

1 5 .  There was no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

- Conc lus ions  of Law: 

The Board i s  of t h e  o 7 i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
t h e  prooosed day care cen te r  f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y  are such  
t h a t  t h e y  are  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  
nea rbv  and a d j o i n i n ?  p r o p e r t y  because  of n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  
number of chilc7ren o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  
The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  h a s  been i n  e x i s t e n c e  € o r  nany 
y e a r s  and d u r i n g  t h a t  t ine  it  h a s  Seen devo ted  t o  vany 
eleemosvnary u s e s  w i t h  no known complaints  "he Board 
conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  g ran t inc .  o f  t h e  a n p l i c a t i o n  v i l l  b e  
i n  harmony wi t : ?  t h e  q e n e r a l  pu rpose  and i n t e n t  of t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and n a p s  and w i l l  n o t  t e n d  t o  a f f e c t  
a d v e r s e l y  t h e  u s e  o f  neigl-borinq n r o p e r t y  i n  acco rdance  
w i t h  s a i d  zoninq r e g u l a t i o n s  and m a i 3 s .  2 c c o r d i n g l v ,  i t  
i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRWTEJ.3. 

VOTE : 

5-0 ( C h a r l e s  F. N o r r i s ,  '.?alter €3. LeT>,is ,  C h l o e t h i e l  
Yoodard S n i t h ,  William F. NcIn tosh  and 

Leonard L .  P'cCants) . 
BY ORDER OF THE 5. C. BOARD OF ZOPJING ADJUSTXENT 

\ 

ATTESTED B y :  
STEVEN E. SHE'I 
Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  

FINAL DATE O F  OFDE?,: 

THAT THE OFDEJ?, OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOP A PWIOD OF SIX 
M9NYE-IS CNLY UXLESS fiPPLICATION FO? P, R U I L D I X C  A?JD/OR OCCUPAXCY 
P E F F I T  I S  FILED IQITH THE DEPART7"ENT O F  EOUSI?JC AND CO~QTJIJITY 

DATE OF TEIS ORDER. 
DEVELOPYENT W I T H I S  A PER1rS)C O F  SIX YOYTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE 


